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Sri Lakshmi Concept in Sri Lanka & Japan

The concept of Sri Lakshmi and the worship and rituals connected with
it which originated in India are prevalent in all the countries to which Indian
cultural influences spread. This paper discusses the origin, and the develop-
ment of the concept in Sri Lanka and Japan, focussing attention on her birth,
places of residence, physical features. character, different names, she 1s
known by, and the features of her images analysing and comparing the
jiterary and archaeological evidence from India and Sri Lanka

Although there is ample literary evidence to suggest the origin of the
concept during vedic times, the archacological evidence appear to link its
origin to the worship of jagan matha in the indus valley civilization’s
According to Sri Mahadevi Vyakaranam. a mahayana text, despite her
occupying a prominent place in the hindu pantheon, she 1S a
bodhisatva destined to become a future Buddha.

| In Sri Lanka the concept of Sri Lakshmi has taken root in the pre-chri-
stian era and there issufficient literary and historical evidence from about the
03rd, B. C. to the present times to support this view. Quite surprsingly.
however, the concept, which is Hinduistic in origin, appeared in Japan as the
Kissho Ten or Maha Lakshmi concept, with the introduction of Buddhism to
that country during the Nara period as revealed in a number of sources.
An attempt has been made to discuss new archaeological evidence which tend
to favour a theory that the auspicious sign of Sri Vatsa on Vishnu’s chest

originated with Sri Lakshmu.
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