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Management of waste, both liquid and solid has become a critical environmental conccrn
particularly in the more urbanized areas in Sri Lanka and this problem is most scvere in
the denscly populated areas of Western province. Bellanwila Attidiya wetland is also one of
the places, which is used as open dumpsites. It has bad effects on the health, air quality, bio
diversity water, and land.

The main objecctive of thc present study was to cvaluate the pollution damage cost of the
wetland. In addition peoples views were also obtained on possibility of recreation in the
weltland.

In the present study the Contingent Valuation Method was used to evaluatc the pollution
damage cost of the wetland. Data was derived from a Contingent Valuation survey carricd
out among the residents of the area and corrnuters who travel along the road which passes
through the wetland. The results were consistent with theory and an aggregate cost of
wetland pollution was estimated to be 2870 00 million rupees per year. People expressed
their willingness for proposals of developing the wet land as a recreation site.

The valuation may be uscful in cost bencfit analysis of wetland management and other
rclated policy and planning programmes rclated to wetlands. This could be uscd as an
instrument to get the local and international attention and draw funds for the wetland
conservation.
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