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Having reached a critical minimum cover, Sri Larskaatural forests are presently under a
moratorium, which has suspended any form of comiaertmber extraction and
management for timber. Since 1989, these foreste Haeen assigned primarily for
conservation of their rich biodiversity that prosgdmultiple benefits. Forests being a key
component of the island’s natural capital, they enakvital contribution to ecological service
infrastructure (conservation of biodiversity, waéed soil, climate regulation through carbon
sequestration and storage, provision of habitatswibdlife including wild germplasm,
pollinators and predators of agricultural pestis) and in no small measure, to nature-based
tourism, for which Sri Lanka has already gainedglaecognition. In addition, these forests
harbour important non-wood forest products (NWRRa) make a significant contribution to
local economies and livelihoods, by provisioningditional food, medicinal and/or health-
care resources, which lately are emerging evexasrecommodities

At a global scale, with the development of the Bhthium Ecosystem Assessment, there is a
significant paradigm shift to include these ecomysgoods and environmental services in to
national accounting systems. The Rio+20 agreemedt seeveral international follow-up
initiatives advocate measures to value the corttohuof ecosystems to human well-being
through economic-ecological and social (triple bwottine) accounting such as green GDP.

Sri Lanka faces a challenge at this crucial phéasepd development, set out in the National
Physical Plan 2011-2030, to engage in an emergyigbal initiative to drive towards a
greener economy. Nonetheless, this seemingly porten challengeopens up many
opportunities, both for research and developmente aligned and repositioned with the
evolving global scenarios in the forestry as wsllother sectors, so that visionary planning
now would avoid costly remedial measures in tharkitSri Lanka is richly endowed with a
religio-cultural heritage that is inextricably lie& with its equally rich natural heritage. To
move towards a greener economy, while learning fifloese past experiences and judiciously
blending them with innovative thinking to suit modesituations, is indeed the task ahead of
all of us. We still have time-tested models entwimgth traditional wisdom for appropriately
greening the forestry as well as other relatedosgcand meeting our own sustainable
development goals. The challenge now is to re-déffieevision for Sri Lanka’s forests in the
light of emerging sustainable development goals] &, build the necessary in-country
capacity to demonstrate its benefits to policymakemir move towards a greener economy.
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