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Abstract

This research paper explains the etymological background, as well as the meanings associated
with the term ‘Mandiya’, while also investigating the equivalencies that occur when comparing
the use of this term across different contexts. A qualitative research approach, ideal for the
ethnographic study of folklore, was used to gather data through face-to-face interviews with
language experts and folklore specialists. They were selected using judgmental sampling and
snowball sampling methods. Secondary sources were also consulted, including lexicons in the
Sinhalese and Tamil languages, as well as pre-existing literature. A thematic analysis was
conducted using an inductive method to examine the data. It was found that “Mandiya” is used
in folk language to refer to a particular posture in a dance form, a certain type of rock,
geographical locations, solutions or liquids, collective nouns, and as an affix in place names.
There seems to be an etymology to it, with it being derived from the Tamil word “Mandiya”, which
means to bend the knees, and having developed to refer to correspondences related to circular
placement or sinking at the bottom. The conclusion of the research states that “Mandiya” is a
technical word representing a basic movement (amgahara) in native dance, as well as a diverse
folk representation of collectiveness and geographical awareness illustrated through various
native concepts such as “Kamath Mandiya”, “Gam Mandiya”, and “Va& Mandiya”, referring to
threshing floor areas, village centres, and areas around tanks, respectively. This research also
examines “Mandiya” as a linguistic compound word. This amalgamation of dispersed knowledge
brings forth a new avenue for research on native linguistic concepts, dance forms, and folklore.
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