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Abstract

The formats used in electronic media to present content are diverse. Among them, talk shows—featuring
discussions and debates—have long been a prominent program type, originating in radio before
transitioning to television. Over the past few decades, these programs have garnered significant global
attention due to various factors. However, in the local context, scholarly and industry attention to this
genre has been relatively recent. Examining the factors that contributed to this shift and assessing the
current status of television talk shows locally is of academic significance. Both economic and political
influences have shaped the development of local television media, leading to the expansion of political
talk shows. The emergence of private channels and the diversification of programming have played a
notable role in this evolution. While political talk shows have grown in number, critical perspectives on
their qualitative aspects remain mixed, with concerns raised regarding issues such as bias, credibility,
balance, ethical standards, and state intervention. These concerns highlight the need for increased
scholarly and professional engagement with the role and impact of television political talk shows.
Despite these challenges, talk shows have the potential to serve as a meaningful and socially relevant

format within the television media landscape.
Keywords: public sphere, public opinion, television talk shows

1. wzézﬁé@

Dictionary of Media and Communication ess39s @¢z &10w0 eedae ®€eBtdes’ k53 gloEess 8w
EOm s’ BERACD @0 B ¢ Dwws’ BEATD ©1dH emedm D1RwdNs’ e®eHrdeR
(host) &8 @OHIDE evf C1wdBS DRWOPE GIDCES. G0 wodrg DDWwOND an® SO
Be@53¢0e3D0¢wrss, eSO D Bedm @CRICHB, ©ewCi®m ©®1s Dic Dwws’ @ el

28


mailto:senani@sjp.ac.lk

®a0 @el DB @w@g OB, ©B®WJ b Bertls 8o GIOWBSO el eyPemesid B
BISHDG @D CRAIGLD O HOD® O853 yuim 80 ewi PTed @ YMRSEeO gded

c@o ocd (Danesi, 2009, p.283).

@B OB OO 1B @BDD EBPEDS €5:D1E OBLBOEO EHH®L Pedns NE oeds
B 880 Bed. O a® 80 S»@n» ©.8Simens 90 vex S8R0 o aum. Television

talk : A history of the TV talk show g=30ws @530 e¢m @88 ‘wedig ©edRDEO Bedwm ©® ©»Og
0B DG @wE BE VBB, DO, D1I¢ PwidsIB ewvecs (e¢rIED) dedBemns’ BoDTencs
BEOO @53 G 8e HIPTDOES ®o YOG MR DO EE DHOIRCO el wIbvwsiens’ Smss

BEOO¢ ©® RO @ @@ (Hutchby 2006, p.2).

RO BB o T1Di8E @BOEO ©wced @wn WO (OO 8 grand J1diBS esedo
8o 809106 eBT@OIRO0 96 @ BewibHDS 0. B8R BWedRDE e’ RO whn ydennss,
BEOs3, Dewv@ ks’ @®53® ©wug BV 3w®IB 0 OO0 e®8E EER® ¢dED B e®®
D005 BB emel 918 egtem D6 w0 D8 eRwis g8 D eses’. du®ens
@D 013088 ®n 8e GIn @ BRAC ACS® B OB GICerBI® J1IBE 0o
®edng HOVBIHBI0 (8 VL@ a8 BEOO 8550 (B D G EOR BEBBN OB TrIBE
@01 ) DY DS EBEEO ©®S®S. Hutchby e@® mEisdw mdecos @ @E ©0&8. odac

®eBt)s, O D, B giterBe an (BBies’ (Beys) “m®@sedcnd 8RBT DBk,
OO @CRBICHEBSI, 3@ DI I PIBHDOE Bewidmnsl, $DIB®6 D05®S 6in
2030053 Bwidsd ¢JO53, BOwwess, ®1 @iy BN @md eDetss BONCDD @ B evem,
0@ B8Fegric. Bedsvewns’ TS 80D ertls BmmNd gmc D& @D @wgdeo,
OB 0B @s Vedesd @elu’ Om EmCRO DN WBBERG ®I SWRE O8SS

G380 e@enl B30 ey Bw »iBe (2006, p.2).

G108 B e3080¢ ®eptdes aBe 8 eBem® eE DBILH DO 8O evs e’ 1990 ¢amed
RO B0 OB, Te3DIBS s PE OO 1RGO ws DDWIZIC § Bobo ¢Bn »wiBn. SO
5COCLE BB BOPOD O 0D, sl BO® ¢mdm 00, DOe®es WSS, eI I
CeB3 6B O BEEIBEE @ida 953 BONIR. @IDBEEE e®® DROWS DY CRBIeSI
ORe8w EB. e @B s wm CEd e®® RO’ ©IdEe B88at 18 adImwS @D
AC e F010 wwBOTmBIed @1ed®m8 »i goert) HEBEO BOMID6E. eSO e®Izds
CeBBO e Boymd §e8ed Bwn acwed 1 On §dfur B8O e @) wedmde & emel AEL

Bed (Tolson, 2006, p.82).

D ®O(e BTV BOEONBODD @DIDB ©xIg WO B0 ‘ewicds admawnzs (public

sphere) St@rens S8e®) e@® D1Dw»s’ Yobow wry 68 e DO ewrios ©8eadws ®o
B3RO w3 ©¢ RVDE SHEED e 8. Deduewrs’ edrICD Gcwes HI O ©LEHBBIBI
00 ©BRBeDCHBO O DRSS B etnwrs D53esle O8 oy il Hes®a.

2. e802DB)D

29



G108 D10e»s’ Ydbvws o edamceSm wodic ®ees (political talk shows) #x»em
e®RMBO emel 8¢ wim AEE® B8EAC SmH@s Wewvned adimE 91885 @wWIgDIIHO TS
o giers’ B8om Buded ¢® WIvede vm B OmL@. BiBIIHC PEFOBO edBed edBs
Daews’ 8ed @B edmtn® »Oele vl Sebnme BBe®E e@®J0 s @Swiess »iI BT
25306801 BBsws 8ERATD Sords ¢dIDG @wIfBEO gmBO®s e30EES. detd® JO AL ed®a
30® B3O 888 2DeRIN IV O6 @BRG YewiX¥HO @d.

BO® Bexrsd Em@s O QOB BB eV »EB3 ¢ 1920 0wSOR §C DIVeldE® D® s
8e0ismed 80300 & EIBmwesioc 88hed e®d0 DO Foumn BOBIEHGIO DRe®
BRI DRetB. & o QDS DeBw ¢e ¢itdcied g QO3 BeE @t e BEPY) Clod.
Bews 0730188 @1 @®J00 NI ©¢y) ERBIES e®® WEIvEeE COOE eRIeNIBWO OO s
»EBIORRe®s3 amymdidm.

Gunasekara (1993, p.12) ©de> 82 & 0 S0 »Ei8w0 danews’ B¢y @s @d®» 0 8y JODE
ERVENIBGD Jeed Tdmicts R 01 sDfDIeds IO BHEWCB L @B WIS DO BB
BI€w. Sgen CODE OB A @ ¢ COllEDD &0 EBICOED GoRnd ERIELNE VOO DS
OO s®ens R 205, e®® @n ePDEPOE adm B exutoBm  OndeIrmesiO 8w
@0 RDE B 8PS SO 8®BW @008 g B ®s Tidmdtd ©v ewssidy EIde.

B Coed »ion 80 mo@ edmed OB, esadolm J1di88 et e 19798 ¢ic®®» O
80D 078 S Hhee' (Independent Television Network - ITN) e@50 go® 530188 9810 D
gm0 OB Emen 7 DOD B0 eBREDS @m0 3 WEWEE® T8O 83 ®7) C(IFe. 1982 & oo
T8 S 30e300 3y OB BT e30e300IB OB RE BB T7e3DIB B 0 eRH® Cids amYME eSO
@®00 8890® ¢ € T1BS 0tdndd. dmsd Oz b 19928 Jed adede (8D eInlm
G108 arvwmmwss eces Telshan Network (Pvt) Limited (TNL) e6®» »0» eo8® @00 o@8ed
Jed 0188 ®1s Sdmadas.

B Comed Bminm egddron B8e® nos ¢1vde® Bdn deder @eadEed ibmod (2017, 8. 11)
a0,

O OO 50 § Roed Sm@1s ) camas SBW 0 e e
OBAD@D a. 19788 lm BRCEDOewmes QD5 DG ®»o 0sDIBS
DDIRDBO @BICOHED GoRBd 9 @c®x3 19928 & Bmins PBedped
28EBs BROCHOwmw: detd (86 ves’ Do w3dEIm ¢S,

ey ¢of3ed YOO By @nwEs Gi0®wE Ced8 »E ©D BEE eBICHED dored DR
@056 2EVS 210®®» BEOO @) 3D EA® wdeds adeddids e (B v R®. ¥ emetd
80¢ o B @0t &B@B » BOITY elBn Dnewns’ ed8wifdn DLotDe@Rs s
85308 me gy I CePGS PO Bwe @®00 Cis e®l @B J1DIBS MBIV ECHOIED
DO BTV B @Rt t30di¢ SDUPOO ¢80 @NEIDO AT e 30l Heso ¢d ¢i8
DB . G188 CRIEHD 3001¢ ®erids @iREed @1 B€hn B Bg §dburs B8es 0@

30



DIC ODIWD BE D RBONT DD DICDO FES @00e®s e®® Woren D(BDEOOS DY
@da.

TNL 078088 aowmme 083 ¢ébes e Eornd D000 e®@8@r deods D1¢odm®s ¢Js3es’
O3 @®00 J10088 Wesned HED® YOO eCrE® 02 ©entds @IEE@O gud D1Rwlws eEs
CB0 v 0088, g10®@mn ‘Exw@) DM O t30DH IBBO B0 wwt O3 @zned.
i @0 &g BymDed acwe m O DOBOYD gred @ 013t ©853 §cludSce &2
(B0 BIR. emetd HYPS & »E) O 0DH R0 ¢md wwed grterd 1994 DeelEa.
‘@d@eEs B0 BewEne RO w3 arfesic e®® D1Rslws OBRE (Y@ 5w B &,
2004, pp. 598-600).

Y 2250 8 Coed 0138 edniEs 3001 ©eBdE ¢id®mn eCE BESBe gy Oriess 1994
De308. @53 aT® BB BICE @D s § J1e3DiBE ednIED oD ®edtdes CoBwrs egBe
DI ODND e B@rersd @B 0 evemmImO HBed. owed »HES olBc drens e®®
NRBODTOE e Dnens’ (8 evems DBLm@ 2000 dbsewns’ i10@n D2 WG DE
eu3NOREE SedetOnS. @® O DO, OH® ©¢dm (rmed gdwIme O JO edRn TsDIiB8S
Bewvrnend 8 evemm DR8N’ OREGS DO ed@tE e B€eri)s o530 Bed.

GG ™ DDImD BE TrDBE @drED g ©entls OO0 PO CRee 0BICOHED
T709008 8 0EDE GO 5530 0®® D1RwdHs’ OFREw s @isdEE YOBD Bw. DUm@Imed Cuess
0% eBItOE® 6B ©¢lRDEO® gl MEOSE e®® DRLOHs Bdbvns Ometd OriSHD
OB oS urles’ J 88T iEB® ¢ PV ©EED Glsenc:s @@ 1S RD8. 53¢
o OB @cEn rbaencs ©5080853es »H® 98 @1s 880105 e®® D(Ddns emel
e®@m0® BCBCES @SB ervnesEe®s D(BS.

DOE 0088 DReRs O BE 01DIBS edrIED 3001 Beds 1By BOMIDEBH® D& DInm
DICEES Bo® wE G D10’ ORREBEA. 3@ Bens’ @®D(S O D18e0NBIT L3ECWI BB @LDD
©Oen IR ICEES D13 emel. T mIce: O9m® DR®edHnmS edn gdimewns’ 838 @iy
DIBBEB. detd §O¢ OO IE BGBs DE eYBED 5D o853 @ 88w el OO DLW BO®
d@ 83 »®, Y08z vs des’ ¥Hs e PEPens® O8 ©®s esivlome ® ACLDOD
O POwE 0 RDE. BEBE® @dem BEweE el mdBer emEedsies’ »® Bl
DDIRD ICWE 8D e®8 e¢rmIED bl D1RBOYNE ®IXE6 we®® B Cvwo® dE &8I0 S
G108 8 egumenss ence®y) a8 B8dies e »iS ezned.

Qwm WOoren B88Ac BOwr BT ©Os O5¥er e¢Bnv TBS edifum YD e@drIEE el
@ emel BEBG ¥y 3DIHEE ewPSREO0 §eluio ¢ ADB. e®n Wy 30MIDG BO1CED
BB BB ecs BIEBB ¥ O ed®s Drews’ ewIcdn @nn BUGrens Be® wibceddd
PR BPBOEES CRIEE® H(Bwd J73Di85 @drmIEHD 0D ®€rt)s ) D5’ Bl am@Im BE
B¢, Yens @8I58 8¢ »om 005 BiPeencs’8 cdeng BEAT umuiss ¢deRINwW: CRIO(S®
e OB 5O ex0ed. & wewr SO gEnm D @ and @B ©PAmLmDsied BSO®ids
88acd Dt ©8s @sHe b 8 v g 0. Yo’ o® Bacd Bewe OB ®1®TT
BedBcen @edHe sledsen B8Rt @m0ndr @Bt S@s sbedven Pedns E »E ened. I

31



320 odBu DREws’ 01dIBE @CRLIED DI BB I EBILED OB EeXINB® gmd sDR®
©053VmNed ©BDMde BEAE cime® B (knowledge gap) o8> @0 ews «&.

2@ pE BBWIIC BEOR®BSS, BEOE BENBST, PIEHD), 30DWID DO EOBO 0BG BO®E BRTHN
@®ADOBS 8@ asiot i (Social interaction) 8¢880 ewmel e®® w@wodi; ©edts ©8s @
@) @IORPTIOCO GAE IEDBOGE CR T HB®. O ©wIgEm @G eI De® FwidBw w@®v¢
AR OBTB. e O @00 QerIBODWIDEBE PNE ZEBIEHOS @I B3y BEAT
@82 Dods @dIDG 0w WE Ged. J 850 B R101ed T1DI85 edrIE® tedic OeBt)DEE
928w O @001 eIemrs (00 @8 @ OBIID 3CICBIETIE 153D DI B gdnnn. dewsy
g 8Re Bodes »Eewd@md 9e®®0 v dxned & w®axsidewns’ 8¢ »im @uSe e®s®
BBeBm alBeERL SOh.

®Q1 B8830w 853 e ®O» FCEB® edRn S»H@Vs Bedpeddd Seds ¢DIBEO = e Gy
DO, @0 BB ewel a8md et ORHEOR0 880 BIBEDBO &S HBw@ID Suss
OO euIdeEn @S Bednudg Omed aopg OB, aoc C.o( 8.7) ¢805 21000 '@®J0
®Q1 DU Bewesrs gusle 0D B B8m@. @IS ®1s B8Stded @500 v
553 AR ¥YBI0 BOwD Fwo OB VOB DuNDOHWS PE R ©EED O BUOiens 3w
2B8o8Fe0s’ Dw0d e®J0 G1BDIBE ecaIES® 001 Vert)s e®ewndy) CERE B3 D®e

ANCwe gre.

Ve® EmH@®sedic RE OB ©idH), eDig, I 00 OO aBHBORBE DBBIB. DY
OB DOGROC BBOE D 380 1 0w HsPO0 O ERIOIIZN eI D& 33 I<H™
» BRB0eBe Be g (B8, 2005, 8.8). edBk SH@VBDE a3lon 0®® GDOBD IS
€00 goens OBesic vl B8EACD wiEBEES Su e YemwiA. & amd @i 30001 WIBBeE
B€ 010088 wodog ®entdss @83 @¢8ns’ 0medsy emodidE BoDCrmd, @EmHND, 3@
BOOHBO I @CBLNY CIEBOB ¢3¢ BB e300 ©er0S BEACD 0@ Bods adLIBE @I
BEOO Heed. OO D1RwONs OG0 OB ewigds gOmInG RE DV B8ORS Uw®iders
99BBOO (B dFes’ 8806, For B85 ERI @ eI eemS 00 81 v BEDLSG
RIS Gy OFfeslc @Bimy @m ewmigdm GdIne BE O e B8R, JOy wbewidma
BBe®s Gy CR® IBEWE 0 DISHES D Boews WE GRE. QIDDBIO HOwWIEHDS o
ewiBn Do Rs G emondT §¢8u BBe® daumNd e®®Bs3 D180 KOBED.

QDD BBBOE 0 AR DO Do ORI DBe e@8 @n ambome B88vnS eIcE®
8o an0®@mn o @dbur Dmlesic uImB. s - G LAY eel GG ©wIE
BEeE 008 Dcom® DO 8 evesl. emoRdm HBODEHmD mHOLOE ¢ §iluSCe®’
0000030 D BERTD GDUIDG @wWE BE G @08. Yewnrd e®J0 GBS s aTIHTODE
2®ITVewrs’ DB ©wIg O 80 v wsles’ O B0 & Bu (S PBBOGES @205
RO8. Tzt (2013, 8. 25) ¢80 @00wO 1982 0 @®00 J7e3888 @186l LIS Dibmmdened
8B6an 8BS geboma »C Badh. yDits D350m® (News values) Boess ol dibsed A
QOWWEw @xmPa.’ @85 ®®n D535 ECHRIRHE ®I NEEH OMORPTT DIUMIDCenedE @Hwm
e¢0000G GOQ® BERE D& BCBCERS ¢80 en®8 DE. & amd C1BS ednwiEs e
DRDBOHTOCE 0®8 s emee ¢ans®im Desic ks slwiB8e ¢dands.
32



Kumar e Raguram (2016) ¢80z 029000 e@iewnd SdeCuemss’ @853 ¢5000ems 8 grfes @30
8300 OIS @B, Berdsews’ J1dIBS @1 RO IE DDDINDEE OB 0500 POE.
ool DS B Comed @B, ECRIRD HOBLHEG BT @WIIDTIZN D EBEeDBHO Hed. Cows
@01 0ED s S8 e NO @ED® wwening P8, Ed s ©BS BORED
GO DT nwrS e WEE 8§ e ©@ibed DB SO iB® ¢Ewdn. eewnd
208320OT(SS e @B BBBEWOT(S BOCHRDEE dotd BOIC OIS Dilimumdenns ¢e¢es
8o »eBte® D138 Drewrs’ e®enwdOD @ENEVILTD ED.

Ve 0B dobamw 8¢S0E ewickm @me BUOrens emel @08 R @B B®
QDG @O 982 quen Bu (B BedBe MFFOGHIE OO0 Ov ey CRIE.
202503232000 (€.20¢., 8.46) 25D ‘B @@ dm 9530 00 DVDICTHO e®x530 8506 DOTHOS,
2O D O IO EH@VBBO YT ©B DS 81 Bl b e®e®dd e®HE®
8 850 orene e BB e’ 0®8 @EEed DRwlYE’ ¥ Y PWedPw a0 BOE®
(@7 ©OITUNED BOwds BB Bevs’ emcd ©lFeiB8® ewr OO PreEBHI® YewIEHOSS
@d.

@dBwe B@101 Fwbtdn w®ATVens’ §ddu’ D S80 Seddm Ti1IBS ednIESm 0dag
OBt ©BORBVeGSIC ay e DD 08, g ® BDI0eE ¢BOD ICEO,

B@0s 8 OB BB ORI e BRI 9O
2DEEED) HFFOBEWEG... @ERLIED DICDEE D18 OB ¢BOBIesIE
RO BOOeE OG I @CRBIERD 3oICBII0 @508 593 I LOR
Ben¥es ev® @ RO @00 OHEBH I BIEBB DB DB BIOG.
0l ¢ed® u&E® 01 eWed® OO0 8odie GBeB® NS HO®G’
(28023, 2016, 8.157)

©20¢ed @®00 HEH@®s Wedped edm erIE® 8001 BdRBVeRs OEED® 0®® HBUcws
BedOB@ J7:3085 ®1018 EIDBIOSS, TDreE DIGHE D) EEREIRD 30D OeRBOREIS dwets
@coe 008, dews) O8 wd BO0IIDG SHEED ¢Deil) WS O Yern ¥ wABLews’ 8¢ »om
BR® BBHERE gHIPIDG. SIS PBeLEHBO BOITL @tdBe B¢ gkided OCnid®
DB @DaN D3es DeniS.

3. ©@1eEIDDG

DEIBeE ¢e5RE COOE I 31ee®E ed®n J13DiBE @1 V@M BDsiess wedse §®icweBss
52303, @0®Wed OB Ciess Tdmicn RE ERBIED el ©eptles ddised DDdNs’ ®i2E
eged Doyl ©is RE PO eCERh. D8Dm Bwded 0 »Ivedd esCeBm E™
BB IO R ¢Dedus B®® edBu J:Di188 NEWIIDTE @8 b Vestlss @ICEed
20®»@ BBHWS’ 008. & s’ 98 PBednwd segd odsiy D53es’ eItHnlm T8 S »E™
Ses Cods 0EDB ©0ed. emetd HES & DB ePPe® TRIRWE oct ©eyIEHO
@59¢®OED 1 T BB VB B8 Bednusis e®® D1RwOws’ OREe OE»D Hed.

33



e®HE @ I»G 0w Bu @Gy Des WOt O5ies’ 98 DRBOYSOE QenBODVIDGEE. eVE
egSen gD v @S D eI BE DB YO A7 EBICED FDOBDL 0O ©ERLIED
0008 Vet OB5 SBewikman Dlesic uuim e@8E) 8@ NEG Wy Do wIDGS. ®3¢ @,
g® 80 008 ueriBow, BBDBBEOG, BOPEHD, 3¢IDICIBOD D, Ciss ORHO® i
BBW WO LIV ©¥10g s BN VDO Beddn OCEIOB. gunm ¢ 3¢ Bug Woren @85 vexs
eDE03e5 GBS @CaIED e O€ert)s OB D1RwOws ©idEed edBn Fwumbssd o
018300 8ERTD “»@n DaSwusied e®x53® @itdndrneried ¢dimn D& DS @wi®dne g
0.

OBE» Yergw

2803 SF08 (2016). gared w2 S2@105, ONCHE: SHDG Y2DIQD.

2oE, @8eosm (N.d.). Bewed @ws. IN: Boges, edlven Edess. and o8y, Bdwimsic, eds., Hepad
@0», @ER: Jbed YOBE ©cline®snd.

20500300, @@m. (N.4.). Bewed Bdmms, Bmr@s Bewes @y “Bm Bcwe. IN: o, @Badss., Bages.
edlnen 8O3, and csBow, Bwimsie. eds., Heped @B, emIe®: el YOISS ©bne®s3nd.

34



§RO&s, 9e3.9:8.90. ewelch, 953¢cds &. arddde, 8. and ©w®ss o8m (2004). Gowo T1DIBS 25 Desd.
eE®: O.ended s Bewicdedwd.

G180, Dwimyzic. (Nd). § Goed GBS LB ®1 @Lobe - emd Dew Ees. In:
DINEBCeED), QHeEmd o ©wizs’ aNd sEyEmiIdmsicedss), eds., GBS wds. AFTHCGEE:
23035 ®OGR ©¢me®s3nd.

Bo8otn, SgB. and SoxsID, e@23.0e3. eds., (2005). Bm@seden. ewiden: Fl ©erdtdsn, emed SRS BIES.

B3 Dedvw, s (2017). § Coed e og&hom B8e® »Os @ede. d¥ed G iss
©¢bmed5RD.

Danesi, M. (2009). Dictionary of Media and Communications, London, England: M.E.Sharpe Armonk.

Gunasekara, H.M. (1993). Media as Bridge Make, Colombo: Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung.

Hutchby, 1. (2006). Media Talk, London: McGraw-Hill Education.

Kumara, K.W.R.C.P. and Raguram, S. (2016). The Agenda- Setting of Television Channels: 2015 Presidential Election
Candidates in Prime Time News Bulletins. International Journal of Integrative Sciences (1J1S), [online] 1(1), pp.9-17.
Available at: http://www.trinco.tc.esn.ac.lk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Journal.pdf [Accessed 31 Dec. 2019].

Timberg, B. and Erler, B. (2002). Television talk : a history of the TV talk show. Austin, Tex.: University Of Texas Press.

Tolson, A. (2006). Media talk : spoken discourse on TV and radio, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

35



