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RESUME

Bas-relief of a Man and Arimail Head on the Balustrade between
Ruvanmeli Sdya and Thuparamaya in Anuradhapura

In their attempts to explain the subject of the famous bas-relief of the
man and horsc head at Isurumuriya, numerous scholars have relied on similar
bas-relicfs found in other countries such as Indiz and Thailand. However
they have failed to find any other bas-relief indentical or similar to this one
anywhere in Sr1 Lanka. The object of this article is to point out the existence
of one such bas-relief very much similar to the Isurumuniva one in Anuradha-
pura itself and to attempt a possible interpretation of the man and horse
carving.

At the entrance to a ruined building situated between Ruwanmeli Sdya
and Thuparamaya in Anuradhapura there is an interesting balustrade which
has not received sufficient attention of our scholars. The balustrade (Kora-
vakgala) is designed on 11 panels and it can be assumed that it depicts a story.
The lower part of the balustrade terminates with a relief similar to that of the
man and horse at Isurumuniya. There are defferences of opinion regarding
the identification of the Isurumuniya scuipture by scholars like Paranavitana,
Van Lo huisen, Ananda Coomarasvamy. None of them has made and attempt
to compare such kind from Sri Lanka.

The animal head of this relief seems to be a head of a horse although the
plate given here may make one believe that it is a hecad of a bull. The lower
part of the horse’s head at Isurumuni was once damaged and has been repaired
to give it the resemblance of a horse head.

The other panels of the bas-relief referred to have depict beasts of prey
and their victims as mongoose cobra and a tiger facing a deer. They also
contain figures of a man and a woman carrying a child and also some recluses.
On the balustrace of the other side there arc figures of mermaids, 2 man and
a woman and a man carrying a child on his shoulders. There is also another
woman on a side. The features of this balustrade may appear as portraying the
Maha Maitribala Jatzka but one important detail of this Jataka, namely the
king offering his own blood to five demons afier slashing his body 1s not
shown 1n it.

Carniverous beasts and animals they feast upon are depicted as living
together peacefully which shows that the carvings are meant to show an
environment of a hermitage where complete freedom for man and animal
prevails. It may not necessarily convey the idea of compassion found in
Buddhist thought. Coomarasvamy is of the opinion that the horse and man

sculpture at Isurumuniya represent the Kapilamuni. The Kapilamuni story
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of Ramayana describes the scene where King Sagara is in the company of
his queens while in exile and Kapilamuni is invoking blessings on him for
the power of procrcation. When the king was about to perform an Asvamedha
sacrifice the horse is stolen by a thief and Kapila muni with the horse 1s
suspected by Sagara’s sons to be the thief. They who rush upon him with
clubs are destroyed by the mere glance of the Munu.

- This shows that the story of the bas-relief is closer to this legend than to
the Maitribala Jataka. But one cannot be certain and really say that it 1s the
story of Kapila muni in Ramayana. Another story similar to that of Kapila
muni in almost all respects is also found in Buddhist literature. According
to Buddhist literature the Sakyavamsa originated with King Okkaka’s sons
and daughters. According to buddhist legend they leave the paiace in search of a
suitable site in the jungle to build a city. Then they come across Kapilamuni
who informs them that the premises he occupies and where this hermitage 1s
situated is a ‘jaya bhumi’ a site that beings about victory and prosperity. At
this place beasts of prey fear their victims and the victims assume the role of
victors. For instance a cobra will run away from a mongoose but face in
considering there facts without fear. Therefore they decided to build a city
there and name it Kapilavastupura in honour of Kapilamuni. '

- For the interpretation of the horse and man sculpture at Isurumuni the
newly discovered bas-relief may certainly throw some lLight. In Sri Lanka
legends depicted on stone are rarc unlike in the mainland, India. In Sri Lanka
legends are depicted more as murals or wall paintings and therefore these
carvings deserve the attention of scholars.
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