VIDYODAYA
JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vidyodaya Journal of Humanities

and Social Sciences
VJHSS (2022), Vol. 07 (02)

A Criminological Study on Family Environmental Factors Affecting

Child Sexual Abuse in Sri Lanka

A. R. P. C. Udayakumara and H. K. S. Niranjana

Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka

Article Info

Article History:
Received 14 Feb 2022
Accepted 03 June 2022
Issue Published Online
01 July 2022

Key Words:

Child

Child Abuse

Sexual Abuse

Family Background of the
Victims

*Corresponding author

E-mail address:
Sangeethniranjana25@gmail.com

https://orcid.org/0000-
0001-8169-9367

Journal homepage:
http://journals.sjp.ac.lk/in

dex.php/vjhss

http://doi.org/10.31357 /th
ss/vjhss.v07i02.08

VJHSS (2022), Vol. 07 (02),
pp. 107-119

ISSN 1391-1937/ISSN
2651-0367 (Online)

Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences 2022

ABSTRACT

Child sexual abuse is a serious crime prohibited by Sri Lankan
criminal law, which is discussed under child abuse. There are
various factors that contribute to the sexual abuse of children. This
research has conducted a criminological study of the family
environmental factors affecting child sexual abuse in Sri Lanka.
The research was conducted in the Kalutara and Colombo districts
of the Western Province and 228 sexually abused children were
used as the main sample in 2015-2020. Two separate samples
were also used for officers on duty with regard to parents and
children from the victims. The data obtained from the research
have been extensively analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively.
87% of victims of sexual abuse are girls. The majority of 42%
represent the 15-17 category. 47% of the majority are victims of
corruption. The boyfriend (42%) is responsible for most of the
abuse. 33% of victims have been sexually abused in their own
home and 32% in the home of the abuser. Family vulnerabilities
such as family economic difficulties, parental ignorance,
extramarital affairs, single parent family, parental separation,
family disputes, parental emigration, paternal and drug abuse,
various physical and mental disorders of the parents, family moral
decline, and breakdown of parent-child cooperation And various
problems of children, problems in the social environment can be
identified as factors contributing to sexual abuse. A child faces
many problems when he or she is sexually abused. This physical,
mental and social impact is detrimental not only to the child
affected but also to his family, society and the country as a whole.
It can be pointed out that an integrated approach is more effective
in controlling and preventing child sexual abuse.
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