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Abstract 

Deepfake technology relies on advanced theoretical concepts of machine learning and deep learning. 

Machine-generated fake images can present fictional content as real, often by reenacting or swapping 

faces using artificial neural networks. The human eye cannot easily distinguish between real and fake 

faces created by deepfake technology. Therefore, people face numerous difficulties due to the lack of 

an accurate deepfake detection method. The challenge here is to implement a reliable method for 

detection of deepfakes due to their rapid spread and the ease of generating deepfakes.  In this paper, 

our objective was to analyze the Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) based- existing deepfake 

detection methods to classify input images as fake (0) or real (1). For our experiment, we employed 

three different convolutional neural network architectures: 1) 2D CNN, 2) DenseNet-121, and 3) 

VGGFace-16. We compared their performance and further explored the use of grayscale images and 

data augmentation techniques with the DenseNet-121 architecture. We used Accuracy, F1-score, 

Recall, and Average Precision metrics to assess our models and ensure the effectiveness of their 

performance. We used the two most known publicly available datasets (“140K Real and Fake Faces” 

dataset and “Real and Fake Face detection” dataset), containing both real and synthetic face images. 

Our study concluded that the implemented DenseNet-121 architecture showed the best performance 

with an accuracy of 0.96 and F1-score of 0.96.  Although the VGGFace-16 model demonstrated 

comparable accuracy (0.89), it is computationally very expensive and requires a sophisticated 

processor in training augmented data. The performance of the custom CNN model (accuracy - 0.90) 

was comparable to that achieved by the VGGFace-16 model. Our study indicates that existing CNN-

based deepfake detection methods may no longer be fully effective due to advancements in current 

deepfake datasets. 

 

Keywords: Machine learning, Deepfakes, Convolutional neural networks, Deep learning, Deepfake 

image detection 
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1. Introduction 

With the recent advances of deepfake technologies, computer-generated images, videos, and 

sounds have become real instead of mere creations. Deepfakes can reenact and manipulate images by 

swapping one person’s face with another using artificial neural networks. To date, numerous deepfake 

applications have emerged across various societal domains. Notably, during the 2020 United States 

presidential election, several instances of manipulated or synthetically generated media involving 

political figures were reported, raising concerns about the potential misuse of deepfake technologies 

for political misinformation (Parker and Ashley, 2020; Jake and Shayan, 2022). Fake news, malicious 

information, pornographic content of celebrities, financial fraud, criminals, and suicides are bad sides 

of the synthetic applications. The movie industry is currently undergoing a major transformation due 

to deepfake technology. A popular example is the instance where the face of Amy Adams was modified 

to the face of actor Nicolos Cage to get a fake image (Marek, 2019). 

 The development of fake creation technologies is the reason for a rise in harmful incidents day by 

day. FaceForensics (FF) (Rossler et al., 2018) and FaceForensics++ (FF++) (Rossler et al., 2019) have 

helped the development of face manipulations and reenactments. Forgery manipulation methods and 

techniques became more powerful and realistic due to the advancement of the software, tools, and 

datasets. Face2Face (Thies et al., 2016), Deepfake (Marek, 2018), and FaceSwap (Marek, 2019) are 

the most used, well-known, powerful forgery creation techniques. Recently, deepfakes have played 

the main role among those technologies. Generative Adversarial Network (GAN) is a well-known tool 

for generating high-quality synthesized forgeries. Fake content spreads rapidly via social media 

platforms like Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter. 

On the other hand, deepfake technology presents a growing risk to personal identity and digital 

security. When online interactions become a crucial part of our daily lives, it is important to ensure the 

security and authenticity of digital content. Detecting a deepfake image, video, or audio is treated as a 

binary classification (1 or 0), where the system determines whether the content is genuine or artificially 

generated. CNNs have been shown to be particularly effective in addressing such classification 

challenges, due to their strong ability to recognize patterns and features. In this study, our primary 

objective was to implement and evaluate several CNN architectures and compare the performance of 

several existing CNN-based models for deepfake image detection. We showed that state-of-the-art 

CNNs can distinguish deepfakes with minimal mis-classification inaccuracies between real and fake 

images. These minimal inaccuracies remain a critical area of future research. In addition, color images 

and gray scale images show the difference in pixels and resolution. Our study showed the color impact 

on classification of fake or real in deepfake images. Our comparative analysis is very important for 

future research to get an idea about the poor performance of the CNN-based state-of-the-art deepfake 

detection methods. Our custom CNNs showed good performances, because they are trained and 

evaluated on current deepfake datasets. The current datasets are rich in qualitative and quantitative 

parameters. The current datasets ensured the variety in gender, skin tone and age including wide-

ranging lighting conditions and head poses of images. Our study showed that existing CNN-based 

deepfake detection methods are not valid methods furthermore, because technology is improving day 

by day. However, future researchers attempt to discover a novel method for detecting deepfakes 

generated by advanced generating technologies. 

For our research, we used three CNN-based architectures for binary image classification—

distinguishing real (labelled as 1) from fake (labelled as 0) images—using large-scale publicly 

available datasets. For deepfake image detection, we employed two existing CNN frameworks: 

VGGFace (Parhi et al., 2015) and DenseNet (Huang et al., 2017), along with a custom-designed CNN 

architecture. To facilitate comparative analysis, we utilized three types of CNN architectures: (1) 2D 

CNN, (2) DenseNet-121, and (3) VGGFace-16. The experiments were conducted using two datasets: 

“The 140K Real and Fake Faces Kaggle Dataset” (Kaggle, 2019a) and “The Real and Fake Face 

Detection Kaggle Dataset” (Kaggle, 2019b). In total, five models were trained for this comparative 

study. Among them, three models were based on the DenseNet-121 architecture, one employed 
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VGGFace-16, and one utilized the custom CNN. The performance evaluation and accuracy 

comparison of those models were employed with some existing state-of-the-art approaches. All 

implementations are carried out using the Keras library imported into Python. 

This paper has been organized as follows: Part 1 presents a brief introduction to deepfakes, along 

with an overview of the structure. This part also includes a concise literature review focused on 

deepfake image detection using convolutional neural networks (CNNs). Part 2 describes the 

experimental method. Part 3 presents experimental findings and discussion. Finally, Part 4 reaches the 

conclusion with the key contributions of our experiment. 

 

1.1 What is the Deepfake 

Deepfake technology has become an increasingly concerning phenomenon in contemporary 

society. Utilizing artificial neural networks, this technology can manipulate facial features and perform 

face-swapping with remarkable realism. The advancement of deepfake generation techniques has 

progressed in parallel with the development of deepfake detection methods. Since 2018, there has been 

a rapid proliferation of deepfake-related applications, tools, and synthetic media content. As a result 

of these developments, the need for robust and effective deepfake detection techniques has grown 

significantly. Correspondingly, the number of academic publications related to deepfakes have shown 

a steady increase. 

Deepfake is a new technology. Deepfake is combined with the theoretical concepts of machine 

learning and deep learning. A deepfake algorithm captures a source frame and reenacts it with a target 

frame using artificial neural networks (Weerawardana and Fernando, 2021). Face replacement could 

be done in three forms. Face swap, face reenactment, and full fake face generation are the above-

mentioned three deepfakes manipulation forms. Recently, many deepfake generation tools have been 

made available commercially. Examples are Face2Face, FaceApp, and FakeApp (Bitouk et al., 2008). 

FaceApp automatically reenacts the source face and generates a rich reenacted face, changing skin 

tone, age, gender, hairstyle, and other attributes. For reenactments, FaceApp is used on smartphones 

as the hardware platform. In contrast, FakeApp is a desktop-only application used specifically for 

creating deepfakes. The first known deepfake was created by a Reddit user (Reddit_User, 2017), who 

utilized publicly available video footage, content from social media platforms, and the TensorFlow 

software library. Deepfake generation is a complex process, and its detection is naturally even more 

challenging. 

 

1.2 Convolutional Neural Networks 

Recently, most deepfake image detection methods have utilized Convolutional Neural Networks 

(CNNs). CNNs are considered user-friendly and are accessible even to beginners. CNNs are a type of 

feedforward neural network, applies convolution operations in one or more layers (Du and Swamy, 

2019). Notably, CNN models are capable of recognizing faces even when they are modified—such as 

being rotated, horizontally flipped, or zoomed. CNN models can understand and capture any spatial 

correlations across the given input image instead of in vector visualization. The following equations 

present the theoretical basis of convolutional operations, while Figure 1 illustrates their practical 

implementation. For example, the CNN network reads an attribute X∈ℝ𝑛×𝑚 as an input image. The 

CNN operation gets a kernel in two-dimensional form as K∈ℝ𝑘×ℓ, 𝑘 ≤ 𝓃, ℓ ≤𝓶 (Goodfellow et al., 

2016). 

The convolutional form is as follows,  
(𝑋 ∗ 𝐾)𝑖, 𝑗 = ∑ ∑ 𝑋𝑘,𝑟𝐾𝑖−𝑘,𝑗−𝑟𝑟𝑘   (1) 

In the first iteration, filter F comes to the top right (from top to bottom or from left to right) 

corner of the image as x1. The following equations give the resulting pixel in the output image. In 

Figure 1 denotes the last two iterations of the CNN network on the top row of the input image with 

3x3 filters. 
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𝐹(𝑋1) = ∑ ∑ 𝐹𝑖,𝑗𝑋𝑖,𝑗
3
𝑗=1

3
𝑖=1    (2) 

 

 
Figure 1. The CNN network uses filters on images. 

 

1.3 Deepfake Image Detection 

Several deepfake image detection methods have been developed to successfully detect 

synthesized content; however, they still exhibit certain limitations. There is an important requirement 

to find deepfake detection methods due to rapid improvement of fake creation methods.  According to 

the literature, some CNN-based forgery image analysis methods have been proposed. Copy-Move 

image detection method (Wu et al., 2018a, 2018b; Pandey et al., 2014) and Splicing image detection 

method (Wu et al., 2019) are applicable only for detecting some swapped face images. These two 

methods are not valid for the deepfake images. Input image and its privacy preservation have been 

identified in 2008 (Bitouk et al., 2008). The method (Bitouk et al., 2008) searches for a target face in 

the given dataset that has a similar appearance to the input face. This method has also considered 

blending manipulations of a similar face into the source face. However, this method failed to cover a 

seamless swapping of any two faces. Later, a method was implemented to identify general 

misrepresentations of any image (Bayer and Stamm, 2016). Furthermore, an image detection method 

has been implemented to detect the double JPEG compression on an input image (Barni et al., 2017). 

In the meantime, detection methods have increasingly shifted toward computer graphics and 

photographic images in order to establish clear distinctions (Rahmouni et al., 2017). Rahmouni’s 

findings are beneficial for some current researchers. Later, feature-based image detection methods 

have shown some progress. In 2019, eyes, mouth, and facial outline were considered as features to 

detect computer-generated faces (Matern et al., 2019). However, this attempt is not applicable further. 

Recently, Korshunova et al. introduced a model that was trained using pre-selected two source 

faces (Korshunova et al., 2017). These source faces have been generated using the GANs tool. The 

benefit of this model goes toward research that continues to detect only GAN-generated forgeries. In 

2019, Zhang et al. tried to implement a new model called AutoGAN to classify deepfake images 

(Zhang et al., 2019). They used the spectra of the frequency of an image.  AutoGAN is a GAN 

simulation framework. In addition, the author used the color frequency of the image to identify the 

reenactments of a face image. However, some researchers turned to color inconsistency instead of 

color frequency. Later, some researchers moved to differentiate color inconsistency between the real 

image and the GAN-generated image (Li et al., 2018; McCloskey and Albright, 2018). The authors 

have managed to classify the selected image in non-RGB color spaces. However, the method was 

unable to identify the local regions of deepfake images. In the meantime, Zhou et al. have made a good 
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effort to detect the altered faces only in images using a GoogleNet-based CNN model (Zhou et al., 

2017). Instead of faces, Cozzolino detected fake fingerprints using a CNN model called NoisePrint 

(Cozzolino and Verdoliva, 2018). MesoNet (Afchar et al., 2018) is another CNN architecture, which 

is used to classify the real and fake images generated by Face2Face and DeepFakes. 

According to the literature, most of the CNN-based face swapping, bending, and face reenactment 

techniques were based on similarity of face or face patches between target and source image. 

Advancement of the deep learning techniques, existing CNN methos are not applicable furthermore 

for deepfakes. We do not have a clear notification to state whether the methods mentioned would be 

effective in detecting deepfake faces because they are captured in detecting facial expressions, lips 

movements or eye blinking only. Thus, existing CNN-based detection methods need to be changed 

and improved on deepfakes. However, the continued advancements and developments of face 

swapping techniques will result in generation of more complex deepfakes. It will be a big challenge 

for deepfake detection research due to being harder to detect by existing methods. For successful 

achievement, more generic algorithms and databases need to be implemented in future. Our 

comparative study clearly showed that traditional CNN-based methods should be improved and 

customized on advancements of current deepfakes. 

  

2. Methodology 

Our main objective was to evaluate the effectiveness of CNN-based deepfake image detection 

models. We employed five CNN models overall for Deepfake image detection and used two large-

scale publicly available datasets: “140K Real and Fake Faces Kaggle dataset” and “Real and Fake Face 

Detection Kaggle dataset”. We used pre-trained VGGFace-16 and DensNet-121 for the feature 

extraction task. 

Among the five CNN models, three were implemented by modifying the DensNet CNN 

architecture, one was based on the VGGFace architecture, and the other was a custom-designed CNN 

model. We provide a comprehensive explanation of these five models in the section below.  

 

2.1 Our Trained CNN models 

For our experiment, we used pre-trained (on ImageNet dataset) VGGFace-16 and DenseNet-121 

architectures along with a custom CNN framework. DensNet is an extension of the Residual CNN 

architecture (ResNet). ResNets are widely used for facial recognition in the field of computer vision. 

DenseNet is different from ResNet and other CNN networks. Because all layers of the DenseNet 

network are interconnected directly. For the strongly connected interconnection between each layer, 

the DenseNet network has been used with dense blocks (Huang et al., 2016). In our work, DenseNet 

has been utilized in different layers, like the transition layer, average pooling layer, and normalization. 

For the purpose of comparative performance, we used the VGGFace-16 architecture besides the 

DenseNet architecture. 

VGGFace architecture has been developed by the Visual Geometry Group at Oxford University 

(Parkhi, 2015). VGGFace is also an image recognition model and has been pre-trained on the standard 

face recognition dataset. The VGGFace framework has been built upon the theoretical concept of the 

deep convolutional neural network architecture, including several convolutional blocks and small 

kernels. The maxpooling layers followed the ReLU activation functions. 

 

2.1.1 Architectural Design and Hyperparameter Selection 

We utilized a custom Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) model to perform a comparative 

analysis alongside the DenseNet-121 and VGGFace-16 architectures. The custom CNN architecture 

(Figure 2) was designed to balance classification performance and computational efficiency. Notably, 

the custom model has combined the dropout and padding techniques, which were not explicitly 

integrated in the original VGGFace and DenseNet architectures. Dropout layers were incorporated to 
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improve generalization by mitigating overfitting, while batch normalization was used to stabilize 

training and accelerate convergence. Hyperparameters such as learning rate, batch size, and number of 

epochs were selected based on commonly adopted values in prior deepfake detection studies and 

empirical observations during preliminary experiments. The Adam optimizer was employed due to its 

adaptive learning rate mechanism, which is effective for training deep neural networks. Binary cross-

entropy loss was used as the objective function, as the task involves binary classification between real 

and fake images. We used Sigmoid activation function in the output layer of the model. Figure 2 

illustrates the structural design of the base CNN architecture. We implemented five different models 

described in the following section by changing the structural configuration of each model. 

 
Figure 2: The CNN -based model architecture 

 

Model 1 - Custom CNN Model: We used 6 convolutional layers for the custom CNN model between 

the batch normalization and the maxpooling layers. Rectified Linear Unit (ReLU) was the activation 

function for all convolutional layers of the model. Overfitting minimization, we applied dropout for 

each convolutional layer. In addition, we integrated data augmentation into the inputs to ensure the 

accuracy changes. Also, we applied a horizontal flip to 0.2 as a zoom range to images to be zoomed 

in. We wanted to ensure that all numbers in the RGB matrix were in the range of [0,1], to satisfy the 

rescaling factor.  

 

Model 2 - VGGFace  16: As model 2, we used the pre-trained VGGFace-16 architecture. Model 2 

contained five-layer blocks, and each block contained convolutional and maxpooling layers. Two 3x3 

convolutional layers and one maxpooling layer consisted of the first layer block and the second layer 

block. Three 3x3 convolutional layers and one maxpooling layer were included on the third layer 

block, fourth layer block, and fifth layer block of the model. We used ReLU as an activation function. 

We fine-tuned the VGGFace architecture due to pre-trained weights. Additionally, a dense layer was 

appended after the fifth convolutional layer block. The additional dense layer contributed to capturing 

the facial features of the input faces. Finally, we applied the Sigmoid activation function to the output 

dense layer. 

 

Model 3 - DenseNet 121: In model 3, we added the dense layer after the existing convolutional layer 

at the end of the CNN architecture. We integrated DenseNet-121 architecture in Keras. Also, we added 

a few modifications to observe the accuracy of the model. We included four dense blocks to the model. 

These dense blocks are connected closely with layers, batch normalization, 3x3 convolutional layers, 

ReLU activation and transition layer. The transition layer contained a 2x2 average pooling layer and a 

1x1 convolutional layer. Further, we added a custom dense layer feeding the Sigmoid function 

following the final dense block. Our prediction was binary classification labeled: real-1, fake-0. Also, 

we used the Sigmoid function as the activation function. 

 

mailto:tgi@sjp.ac.lk


Weerawardana and Fernando/Current Scientia 28 No.02 (2025) 47-59 

 

*Correspondence: tgi@sjp.ac.lk  
© University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

53 

 

Model 4 - DenseNet with Data Augmentation: Model 4 used the same layers as in model 3. 

Additionally, we added image rotation and set horizontal flip to 20 as the required image rotation 

range. We ensured that the RGB matrix values are normalized to the range [0,1] to satisfy the rescaling 

factor.  

 

Model 5 - DenseNet with Gary Scale: Model 5 used the same layers as in model 3. The specialty of 

the model 5 was adding gray scale images. The purpose of using gray scale ensured the impacts of the 

color on classification of real versus fake images.  

  

Gray Scale: The grayscale-based experiment was designed to investigate the role of color information 

in distinguishing real and fake facial images. Previous studies have suggested that many deepfake 

artifacts arise from inconsistencies in texture, illumination, and facial structure rather than chromatic 

information. To examine whether color cues significantly contribute to classification performance, 

Model 5 was constructed using the same DenseNet architecture as Model 3, with only modification 

being the conversion of all input images to grayscale. A pre-trained DenseNet-121 model was 

employed, and all color images were converted to grayscale using the color mode parameter during 

preprocessing. This experimental design allowed for a controlled comparison between color and 

grayscale inputs, thereby isolating the impact of color information on deepfake detection performance. 

 

Data Augmentation: Data augmentation is a powerful technique to improve model generalization by 

artificially increasing the size of the training dataset with transformed versions of existing data. We 

applied transformations like horizontal flipping, random rotations, zoom, etc. incorporating data 

augmentation using TensorFlow’s ImageDataGenerator. 

Data Augmentation with ImageDataGenerator: 

horizontal_flip=True: Random horizontal flipping. 

rotation_range=20: Random rotations from -20° to +20°. 

zoom_range=0.2: Random zoom in/out by up to 20%. 

width_shift_range=0.2 and height_shift_range=0.2: Random shifts in width and height by 20%. 

shear_range=0.2: Random shearing transformations. 

 

2.2 Model Training 

Both VGGFace-16 and DenseNet-121 models are existing trained models, and they were 

trained on different datasets. To compare performance, all models were retrained and evaluated under 

a common experimental setup. We have used Python scripts and Jupyter notebooks for the coding task. 

Google Colaboratory was utilized for model training and code execution, which has given its support 

for GPU acceleration. Because of the substantial size of the dataset, we fed 100,000 inputs to train the 

model. 20,000 images are set for testing and validation. The source was the “Real and Fake Face 

Detection” dataset on Kaggle. The models have been trained for 10 epochs using Adam optimizer with 

a batch size of 64. The CNN models were trained with a learning rate of 5x10-4and a learning rate 

decay factor of 0.92. According to the above-mentioned resources and conditions, we retrained the 

above models on a single dataset (Real and Fake Face Detection dataset) and saved them as trained 

models in the Google Drive. 

 

2.3 DataSets 

We utilized two datasets from Kaggle, which contributed to gaining performance and 

effectiveness of the models. One of the primary datasets was the “140K Real and Fake Faces” dataset 

and the other one was the “Real and Fake Face detection” dataset. We combined both datasets together 

for the testing of the models. 

 

2.3.1 140K Real and Fake Faces Dataset 
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The “140K Real and Fake Faces Dataset” includes totally 140,000 human faces. 70,000 are 

real faces, while the other 70,000 are synthetic face images. The real faces have been collected from 

the Flickr, while the fake faces have been generated using StyleGAN. The original dataset was 

partitioned into three subsets such as training, validation, and testing, consisting of 100,000, 20,000, 

and 20,000 face images, respectively. Each subset maintains an equal quantity of fake faces and real 

faces e.g., testing subset consists of 10,000 real images and 10,000 synthetic images. The dataset 

encompasses diversity in age, gender, skin tone, and ethnicity, enhancing model generalizability. For 

binary classification, we assigned the label 1 to real faces and label 0 to fake faces. 

 

2.3.2 Real and Fake Face Detection Dataset 

 This dataset has been divided into training, validation, and testing sets, each containing both 

real faces and fake faces. The fake face images (960 in total) are high-quality, expert-generated 

manipulations created using Photoshop. These manipulations may involve the entire face or specific 

facial feature: eye, nose, or mouth. However, this dataset includes 1,081 real, unaltered face images. 

This dataset provides valuable examples of localized facial forgery, making it a useful complement to 

the synthetic fake faces in the “140K Real and Fake Faces” dataset. 

 

3. Results and Discussion 

The effective performance of our five models utilized in this study is depicted in Table 1. The most 

commonly used evaluation metrics are Accuracy, F1-Score, Recall, and Average Precision (AP). 

Higher values of Accuracy or AP correspond to superior model performance. 

 

Table 1: Performance of our Deepfake detection models 

CNN Models Metrics 

Accuracy F1-score Recall Avg. Precision 

Model 1-Custom CNN 0.90 0.89 0.89 0.89 

Model 2-VGGFace-16 0.89 0.89 0.95 0.95 

Model 3-DenseNet-121 0.96 0.96 0.93 0.94 

Model 4-DenseNet with Data 

Augmentation 

0.87 0.83 0.78 0.78 

Model 5-DenseNet with 

Gray Scale 

0.95 0.95 0.94 0.94 

 

According to the results, the custom CNN model shows better performance (Accuracy is 90% 

and F1-score is 89%). Among the architectures tested, DenseNet-121 achieved the highest accuracy 

(0.96) and F1-score (0.96) on the test dataset. The VGGFace-16 model exhibited performance 

comparable to both the custom CNN and DenseNet models; however, it requires significantly more 

advanced hardware resources, such as a sophisticated processor, to train effectively on augmented 

data. Consequently, the VGGFace-16 model is computationally more expensive compared to 

DenseNet-121. As shown in Table 1, DenseNet-121 performed well, delivering results closely aligned 

with those of the VGGFace-16 and custom CNN models. Our Model 4, DenseNet with data 

augmentation, yielded a lower accuracy of approximately 87%, likely due to the increased 

computational demands of training on augmented images without sufficiently powerful hardware. 

Conversely, the DenseNet model (Model 5) trained on grayscale images achieved an accuracy of 95%, 

indicating the same results as the DenseNet-121 model (Model 3-96%). The comparative results 

indicate that grayscale inputs achieved performance comparable to color images due to color images 

and grayscale images show the difference in pixels and resolution. According to our results, DenseNet 

models (Model 3 and 5) demonstrate higher accuracies compared to custom CNN and VGGFace-16 

models. Although the proposed models demonstrate strong performance across multiple evaluation 
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metrics, statistical significance testing and confidence interval analysis were not conducted. This 

limitation will be addressed in future work through repeated experiments and cross-dataset evaluation. 

Figure 3(a), (c), and (e) illustrate the training and validation loss of the VGG-16 model, Custom 

CNN model, and DenseNet-121 model. Figure 3(b), (d) and (f) illustrate the corresponding training 

and validation accuracy of the VGG-16 model, Custom CNN model, and DenseNet-121 model 

respectively. In all figures, along the x-axis and the y-axis, the number of epochs and loss and accuracy 

for each epoch are displayed, respectively. 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure 3: (a) The graph of training and validation loss of VGGFace-16 model (b) The graph of training 

and validation accuracy of VGGFace-16 model (c) The graph of training and validation loss of custom 

CNN model (d) The graph of training and validation accuracy of custom CNN model (e) The graph of 

training and validation loss of DensNet-121 model (f) The graph of training and validation Accuracy 

of DensNet-121 model 
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      In Figure 3(a) training accuracy increases gradually and validation accuracy fluctuates in the 

VGGFace-16 model. But line comes to near 0.90 accuracy in 10 epochs. In Figure 3(d) training 

accuracy and validation accuracy increase gradually of the custom CNN model. But training accuracy 

is nearly higher than validation accuracy. In Figure 3(f) training accuracy and validation accuracy 

increase gradually in the DensNet-121 model. But training accuracy is nearly higher than validation 

accuracy. In our study, training accuracy line increases gradually while validation accuracy line 

fluctuates due to training dataset is higher than validation dataset. Figure 3(a), (c) and (e) depict the 

corresponding loss lines of each model. In a model, loss decreases while accuracy increases. 

The overfitting observed in the custom CNN and DenseNet-121 models arises from multiple 

factors. The relatively high number of trainable parameters compared to the available training data 

encourages memorization rather than generalization. We used 100,000 data for training and 20,000 

data for validation on the “Real and Fake Face Detection” dataset on Kaggle. The size of the dataset 

effect for the accuracy. Moreover, while data augmentation was employed (for custom CNN model 

and DensNet-121 model), it may not sufficiently reflect the complexity of real-world deepfake 

variations. In addition, inherent biases in deepfake datasets, such as recurring manipulation artifacts, 

can be unintentionally learned by the models. The depth of the DenseNet-121 architecture further 

amplifies this issue, particularly when regularization strategies are not optimally configured. 

Table 2 displays the performance comparison of the pretrained VGGFace-16 and DenseNet-

121 architectures with our implemented models. The pretrained VGGFace-16 and DenseNet-121 

architectures has been trained on ImageNet dataset. Our models were trained on the “Real and Fake 

Face Detection” dataset and tested on both datasets used. Our models achieve higher accuracy than 

previously reported results, with DenseNet-121 outperforming VGGFace-16 across all evaluated 

metrics (accuracy-96%, precision-94%, recall-93%, and F1-score-96%). Direct comparison with prior 

work is limited because most studies report only accuracy and use different datasets or preprocessing 

methods. By providing multiple performance metrics, our study offers a more comprehensive and 

transparent assessment of deepfake detection performance. 

 

Table 2. Comparative results between existing deepfake detection models and our models 

CNN 

architecture 

Reported Accuracy (%) Our Accuracy 

(%) 

F1-score Recall Avg. 

Precision 

VGGFace-16  81.6 (Tolosana et al., 

2020) 

89 0.89 0.95 0.95 

DenseNet-121  92.3 (Huang et al., 2017) 96 0.96 0.93 0.94 

 

In our study, each dense block of DenseNet architecture was employed with transition layers, an 

average pooling layer, and batch normalization. These additional layers facilitate the feature map 

concatenation. This concatenation enables knowledge sharing across all layers, enhances the flow of 

learned features, and allows efficient gradient propagation from the initial input to the loss function. 

DenseNet requires a relatively small number of feature maps and parameters, making it less 

computationally expensive compared to other convolutional neural networks. Consequently, DenseNet 

is both a powerful and efficient architecture. 

VGGFace architecture was chosen for its ability to leverage large-scale training data with limited 

computational resources, having been trained on a dataset comprising over two million facial images. 

Training constitutes a critical component of the model learning process. Both supervised and 

unsupervised learning approaches can be utilized for model development; in our experiments, we 
employed supervised learning to train the models. Model training constitutes a critical phase of the 

learning process. Training can be time-consuming, and its duration varies depending on hardware 

resources, dataset size, quality of the dataset, number of epochs, and which machine learning algorithm 

is employed.  Achieving high accuracy and reliable performance typically requires quality and large 
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size of data. Additionally, sufficient hardware resources are needed for efficient training; ideally, the 

computing system should include an NVIDIA GPU. We had to face a few difficulties during the model 

training. We only have a low-cost laptop and its local hardware resources are not enough for model 

training. Especially, model training takes too much time for the complete model training. For higher 

accuracy, more than 100,000 data for the training requires more. It takes too much time for successful 

training. Many of the Deepfake detection methods are based on modern machine Learning techniques 

and large quantities of robust training data. An adequate dataset contains around hundreds of thousands 

of training data to evaluate models with high accuracy. Performance of the implemented model is 

highly dependent on the training dataset. However, since we do not have enough local resources for 

model training, it was decided to join Google CoLaboratory. Thus,  Google CoLaboratory was utilized 

to train and to execute all our models. Power cutting and unstable internet connection jump a big 

trouble during the model training. We had to train one model a few times for one task. It was more 

time consuming and resource wasting. 

Our experimental results indicate that DenseNet-121 consistently outperforms the custom CNN 

and VGGFace-16 models in deepfake detection. However, several factors may limit the broader 

applicability of these findings. Dataset biases and limited diversity could reduce performance when 

models are applied to unseen data or different datasets. Overfitting remains a concern, particularly for 

deep networks trained on relatively small or augmented datasets. Computational requirements also 

present practical challenges for real-time or large-scale deployment. Despite these constraints, the 

results emphasize that architectures with deep layers and extensive feature reuse are promising for 

improving detection accuracy, highlighting directions for future work such as cross-dataset validation 

and optimization for efficient deployment. 

 

4. Conclusions 

Many deepfake image detection models rely on advanced modern machine learning theories. 

Approaches such as computer vision-based, multimodal models, and scalable architecture are well-

suited for detecting deepfakes. 

This paper was able to give a brief introduction about deepfakes and their recent applications. We 

then provided a concise literature survey within the introduction, covering deepfakes, convolutional 

neural networks, and related work in Deepfake image detection methods. In the Methodology section, 

we described the process of model training and testing. The Results and Discussion section presented 

the analyzed outcomes of each model. Finally, we summarized the key findings in the Conclusion 

section. Based on comparative analysis, we concluded the following points: 

▪ The training process became more complex when augmented image samples were included, 

indicating that such data introduces additional variability. 

▪ Models trained over a greater number of epochs generally achieved improved performance. 

▪ Based on the analysis of Model 5, color and grayscale images exhibited differences in pixel 

distribution and resolution; however, color did not have a significant impact on the classification 

of real versus fake images. 

▪ Overall, the results show that state-of-the-art CNNs can distinguish with minimal misclassification 

inaccuracies between real and fake images. These minimal inaccuracies remain a critical area for 

future research. 
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